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Dear Colleagues and Friends of the Pedagogical Section:

After a long gestation period, the
first of what the Section Council hopes
will be a sustained series of one-day
conferences took place in Sacramento,
CA on October 8. Hosted by the George
Washington Carver High School, the
conference was titled, At the Heart of

Education: An Active Exploration
of the Core Principles of Waldorf
Education. A long list of distinguished
Waldorf educators from the area joined
three Council members in leading
discussion groups, artistic sessions, and
warm-hearted break times for a day that
felt like a new beginning in many and
significant ways. It was the first time
that the Pedagogical Section in North
America sponsored a completely public
conference, and attendees included
independent school, public school,
charter school, homeschooling, and
adult education teachers. Significantly,
both AWSNA and the Alliance for
Public Waldorf Education co-sponsored
the event.

We met one another as individuals striving out of
the anthroposophical educational impulse, institutional
affiliation notwithstanding, and the meetings had the
distinct flavor of a spiritual family get-together. As Liz
Beaven noted during the review meeting at the end, the
fact that this conference happened at all is something
worth celebrating. For that locale in particular, after all
that has happened with Rudolf Steiner College and the
history of conflict between the independent and charter
schools, the day had profound symbolism and
concretely healing significance.
The Section Council hopes to repeat the format,
adjusted to regional needs as appropriate, and you are
all invited to help us bring such a day to your area.
Please contact me at the email below if you are willing
to help orchestrate one of these conferences. Council
member Jennifer Snyder was the (very able)
coordinator of the first conference. She has amassed
significant know-how, and her help will make future
conferences easier to pull together. Specific gratitude
for helping Jennifer learn the ropes of the online
registration and communication platform goes to our
AWSNA colleague and recently-joined Section
member Melanie Reiser.
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Report from the Section
Summer Conference in Detroit
With
AWSNA’s
decision to take
up one of its
core principles
each year as the
theme in the
summer
conferences,
this also allows
us in the
Pedagogical
Section to have
a chance to systematically deepen our exploration
and understanding of our own core principles of
Waldorf education. (AWSNA has adapted for
schools the seven core principles developed by the
Pedagogical Section Council.) With the theme of
Healthy Human Relationships being developed in
the main conference by Florian Osswald, CoLeader of the Pedagogical Section at the
Goetheanum, we decided to provide an opportunity
to practice some of the elements needed for
becoming a truly healthy human being.
We began with a class lesson consisting of a
rendering of elements from three lessons from the
First Class [I, VII & XVIII]. These asked us to
recognize that developing true health required that
each of us learn to reckon with different elements
that are part of our human existence in our age: the
three beasts, thinking-feeling-willing, and our
possibility for co-working with the hierarchies.
We then took up an exercise that was done in
groups of three. Choosing a contentious topic, one
person argued a position (for which they had little
sympathy) to the second person who then was
asked to repeat what he/she heard while the third
person reflected back on the dynamics of the
exchange. Each person in the group had a chance
to take all three roles.
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In discussing the exercise later, many people spoke
about how different was the experience depending
upon which “chair” he/she was sitting in at the
time. Suffice it to say, the challenge of overcoming
one’s sympathy and antipathy in order to reach the
truly spiritual essence of any matter is something
that requires regular work on our part. The
Anthroposophical schooling of the School for
Spiritual Science provides many ways for us to
develop our latent organs of perception and
knowledge that lead to acting out of true spiritual
insight rather than our soul dispositions.

“on the motif of dreaming"

We also wanted to report that the scheduling of
the AWSNA conference and delegate meeting this
year obliged us to schedule our Section conference
between 4 and 9 pm on only one evening during the
conference. While we were glad to have the time
together, many of us recognized what was lost with
the shortened schedule. In addition to losing the
chance to deepen the theme in preparation for the
main conference, we also missed having a night to
sleep on the content from one day to allow its fruit
to be shared on the next. In light of this, we plan to
do our work over a two days going forward. This
will mean that, at least in Portland this coming
June, the Section conference will continue for one
more afternoon/evening after the conclusion of the
AWSNA conference. While we recognize the
potential difficulties that an extra day might
present, the depth that we wish to find together
requires that we at least try to ask all of you to
make the needed sacrifices. (Reported by James
Pewtherer)
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Report from the PSC October
Meeting in Chestnut Ridge
The Council took up a preparatory study as
suggested by the Section leadership in Dornach,
encompassing Lesson XVII of the First Class and
lecture 6 in Study of Man. There will be a conference
in Dornach in March that will look at the work of the
Pedagogical Section in the context of the School of
Spiritual Science, and these two texts will be the
starting point. It is, admittedly, a curious combination.
We were not entirely certain why this particular pairing
was selected (as opposed to, say, Lesson XVIII which
seems a more natural partner to lecture 6), and the
study brought us deeper into both without settling the
question of the pairing. We began every morning with
a contemplation of Lesson XVII
led by Ina Jaehnig, and spent two
afternoons exploring the themes
of sleeping and waking (day 1)
and dreaming (day 2) from
lecture 6 via artistic means. There
was a pastel color option, black
and white option, and poetrywriting option. Some of the
results are added here for your
enjoyment. It is a little benefit of
the electronic format that we can
add color without incurring high
costs.
The Council will now resume its study of technology
in education, focusing on hygienic and therapeutic
counter-measures to the negative aspects of technology
on the one hand, and on aspects of the integration of
technology into the curriculum on the other. A first
harvest of the focus on technology is coming to you in
the Fall issue of the Research Bulletin. There will be at
least one more issue of the Bulletin devoted to this
theme, and when a sufficient trove of articles will have
been gathered, it may well be published in book form
as well.
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The PSC also met with Barbara
Schneider and Beth Dunn-Fox of the Spring
Valley Eurythmy School to continue an
ongoing dialog about the state of eurythmy in
North America.
The sad reality is
that the eurythmy
school has to fight
for its existence
against very
significant odds.
As the lone
remaining
accredited, fouryear eurythmy
training in the English-speaking world, it faces
daunting challenges on all sides, most notably
(at the moment) finding students and securing
visas for the foreign ones past a
skeptical Homeland Security
apparatus.
As educators, we have all
seen the immense
contribution that eurythmy
can make to the wellbeing of
children and adolescents.
Section members should be
aware that the future of this
art form is in real danger. A
future in which no new
eurythmists will be taken
through the transformational four-year process
in this country feels like a silent nightmare.
The presence of so many eurythmists amongst
us has carried such a significant impulse in our
movement that it behooves us to step up and
try to help. Beyond supporting your own
resident teachers, please consider whether
your school can host performances, sponsor a
student during his/her training, or otherwise
take steps to ensure that this utterly vital art
maintains a pulse on this continent. We have
all seen how diﬃcult it is to resurrect adulteducation schools once programs begin to
shut down.
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With fondest wishes for fruitful inner warmth and light
as nature retreats into her winter slumber,
Elan Leibner
For the PSC
15 Railroad Place
Hopewell, NJ 08525
Eleibner@ymail.com
(609)423-9565
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