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Dear Colleagues and Friends of the Pedagogical Section:
We hope that the Advent
season finds all of you happily and
deeply engaged with the tasks of
anthroposophically inspired
education. Herewith a report on the
activities of the Section and the
International Forum since our last
newsletter.

Publications to
Strengthen our Teaching

As we near the centenary for
Waldorf education, the Pedagogical
Section Council has continued its work
of helping teachers to deepen their
teaching. In addition to our completed
program of gratis visits to Waldorf
Schools across North America, the
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Council has taken at least one of its more recent cues from the
efforts of the organizers of “Waldorf-100.” That group is the
international team that is supporting worldwide events in
celebration of 100 years of Waldorf Education. To this end, we
have put together a collection of summaries, commentaries
and references to help to develop pathways to Rudolf Steiner’s
seminal work on Waldorf education, The Study of Man/ The
Foundations of Human Experience. Scheduled to be published
early this winter, the PSC has produced Entry Points: A Study
Guide to Rudolf Steiner’s Study of Man. It is a small book
that offers synopses into each of the fourteen lectures in this
cycle. The book will be available from Waldorf Publications,
which has donated a free copy to every Waldorf school on the
continent. AWSNA also supported this work with a grant to
the PSC.
The Council has also published The Seven Core
Principles of Waldorf Education in which we share some
thoughts on the question of “What is Waldorf education,
fundamentally?” In addressing these foundational principles,
PSC members have written short articles considering such
topics as the spiritual orientation of our education and the
methodologies that are part and parcel of the approach in our
schools. We see these principles as working hypotheses, and
have had engaging conversations about them both with school
faculties and participants in several one-day mini-conferences.
(Do let us know if you would be interested in hosting such
conversations and/or one-day conferences).
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Report from the International
Forum/Hague Circle
At its fall meeting in Dornach from
November 16 to 19, 2017, Douglas Gerwin and
James Pewtherer were two of 38 members from
some 30 countries who took up several
overarching themes during four days of meetings
at the Goetheanum.

2017 Summer Pedagogical Section
Conference in Portland
In late June about 40
participants worked together at the
end of the AWSNA conference at
Cedarwood Waldorf School in
Portland, Oregon to deepen our
conversation and activity around
the conference’s general theme of
“You and I are We – Now What?”
In addition to working with a rendering of the
18th Class Lesson in connection with the first lecture in

Study of Man, we turned to artistic activity. In these
conferences, we are committed to actively exploring
topics through anthroposophical approaches and artistic
activities. These included the Sentient Soul challenges
of attraction and repulsion as one focus, and Mind Soul
challenges of intellectualizing. We sought to understand
and counter the deadening of life in our work together
in schools caused by rigid forms, e.g., in such examples
as written policies taking the place of conscious, living
interactions among colleagues. We challenged
ourselves to think beyond the usual into the realm of
imaginative cognition.

Broadly, the themes addressed included
work on lesson nine from the First Class,
presentations and discussion on research about
Waldorf education, work on Waldorf-100
celebrations world-wide, meetings with the
European Council of Rudolf Steiner Waldorf
Schools (ECRSWS) and their interaction with
government agencies, and reports from many of
the countries. There was also a session on the
middle grades beforehand with a smaller group of
IF members. Here follow a few excerpts from the
report to the PSC and to AWSNA.
Middle Grades Research and Study
A small group of eight teachers from the
IF met a day before the start of the full conference
to focus on questions of the middle grades and the
challenges we face in working with this age
group. Questions and issues discussed there
included:
• Is the attrition problem at this age due to a lack
of competence in some subjects by class
teachers in these grades? If so, is that deficit
outweighed by the value of the warmth and
continuity provided by the presence of the
teacher staying with a class through 8th grade?
• Are teachers and children significantly
different today in terms of their consciousness
and development at this age? If so, what else is
needed today?
• Do we properly understand what the birth of the
astral at around the age of 14 means for the
growing child? Of special interest were ideas
from a lecture of 5/26/22 (CW 212) and Lecture
14 in Study of Man.
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Country Reports
CHINA continues its rapid growth of Waldorf schools but
now faces increased scrutiny from the government,
especially after the recent five-year Communist Party
congress. The demand for professionalism on the part of
the schools has now become existential. Waldorf schools
need to show that they work out of integrity in all their
work and in respect to Chinese culture rather than as a
process of importing western ideas. The exuberance and
youth of the huge, new generation of Chinese is calling for
more mature social responsibility within the schools
themselves. It was mentioned that four W schools have
split during the last six months alone, due to the inability
of faculty to work together. The teachers are challenged to
work together in this climate.
GERMANY now has 240 schools, 800 kindergartens,
86,000 students and 8,600 teachers. The German WS
Assn. now projects that they will need 2,700 new teachers
in the next 2 to 4 years, a number which seems beyond the
reach of the country’s teacher training institutes. So where
will these needed teachers come from? In a survey of W
high school students, their prevailing sense was that they
were enthusiastic about their Waldorf education but put off
by the stale teaching they sometimes met in their older
teachers.
Future Tasks of the Hague Circle
For Waldorf education to keep its vitality, we will
need to connect with both the stream coming towards us
out of the future and with what comes to us out of the
night. In short, Waldorf educators will need to nurture
imaginative cognition in themselves and the children if we
are to be prepared for what the world needs of us as
schools and them as future citizens.
At its next meeting in Prague (May 2018), the
Hague Circle/International Forum will continue our
studies out of the Class Lessons from the School for
Spiritual Science. We have also resolved to look more
deeply into internet technology and artificial intelligence.
It is our resolve that we more fully state the
anthropological basis for our education, linking it to
spiritual scientific research as we do so. Along with this
declaration, we need to make our ideals clear enough to
our parents and the world so that all can see what we are
working for.

“At the Threshold”

Section Council Meeting in
Denver
The Section Council had the good fortune
to have Dr. Adam Blanning join us for two
sessions during our meeting in Denver in October.
His contributions significantly advanced our study
of technology and its influence on children and
education. Dr. Blanning approached this question
through the impact of technology on the
development of the senses, and particularly
through the one-sided role of the sense of sight.
He described how the dominant role of this sense
in the use of technological devices, which (with
young children) comes at the expense of the more
normal development of the lower senses, leads to
disturbances in the development of wellbeing and
the healthy unfolding of cognitive capacities later
on.
This was the first of several contributions
that we hope to have from Dr. Blanning as well as
other practitioners of therapeutic fields. It has
become clear to us that the next phase in the study
of technology has to focus on therapeutic
measures.
With warm greetings,
Elan Leibner
For the PSC

